Year 4: How hard was it to invade and settle in Britain?

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

BIRTH of CHRIST ROMANS ANGLO-SAXONS NORMANS

By AD 600, the Anglo-Saxons
had stopped fighting each
other. England was organised
into five kingdoms: Northum-
bria, Mercia, Wessex, East
Anglia and Kent. Each one
was ruled by a king who made
laws. Over time Wessex be-
came the most important king-
dom and in AD925 Athelstan
became the first king of Eng-

land.
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How did they live? Lindisfarne, the Holy Island

Aidan built a priory on Lindisfarne in AD 635 which be-
came the centre of Christianity in Northumbria. Here,
many monks from the Scottish island of lona settled.
Missionaries travelled to Lindisfarne for training and then
journeyed around Northumbria to spread Christianity.
The Vikings raided the monastery in AD 793; an attack
that shocked the Christian world.

Anglo-Saxons lived in houses that were long and rectan-
gular. They were made of natural materials such as
wood, and mud (wattle and daub). There was one room
where families lived, cooked, ate, slept and worked.
They built their villages near farmland as they grew
crops and reared animals.




